
EIS for Arlington County and VicinityEIS for Arlington County and Vicinity
Rowing FacilityRowing Facility
George Washington Memorial ParkwayGeorge Washington Memorial Parkway
Turkey Run ParkTurkey Run Park
McLean, VA 22101McLean, VA 22101

George Washington 
Memorial Parkway

EIS Newsletter 1  | May 2004

Audrey F. Calhoun
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Dear Neighbors and Visitors,

For more than a decade, rowing enthusiasts in Arlington County have actively pursued the development of a community 
boathouse to provide a home for the rowing programs of Arlington’s public high schools, other area schools, and local-
rowing and paddling organizations. In August 2002, the National Park Service released a study entitled Facility & Site 
Analysis for a Boathouse on the Potomac River in Arlington County and Vicinity. This analysis was initiated specifically 
at the request of Congress for assessing the potential siting of a boathouse within Arlington County along the Potomac 
River. The study examined building a boathouse with indoor storage space and floating docks at four possible 
locations—two on the Rosslyn Waterfront, one south of the CSX/14th Street Bridges, and one on Daingerfield Island. 

I am pleased to announce the initiation of the Environmental Impact Statement for Arlington County and Vicinity 
Rowing Facility. The goal of the Environmental Impact Statement, or EIS, is to study the sites identified in the 2002 
Facility & Site Analysis and determine a preferred alternative according to the guidelines of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and National Park Service policies and mandates. 

The George Washington Memorial Parkway preserves the natural scenery of the Potomac River. Developed as a memo-
rial to George Washington, the parkway connects historic sites such as Mount Vernon, where he lived; Washington, D.C., 
the nation's capital that he founded; and Great Falls of the Potomac, where he demonstrated his skills as an engineer.  
The parkway may be used on any given day to travel to exciting historical, natural, and recreational areas.  Not only 
does its scenic route offers respite from the urban pressures of metropolitan Washington, the Parkway protects the 
Potomac River shoreline and watershed.

At this time, I invite your participation in the EIS effort. There will be several opportunities to contribute your ideas and 
concerns about the project. Newsletters, such as this, will be distributed to the public, local libraries, the project mailing 
list and will be posted on the Internet with a comment form. There will be a public open house held June 21, 2004 from 
6:00pm-9:00pm at Arlington County Government Building, 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Conference Rooms C&D in the 
lobby, parking is allowed in the building, and it is on the Orange Line at Court House Station  When the Environmental 
Impact Statement for Arlington County and Vicinity Rowing Facility is produced, you will be invited to review and 
comment on it.

To help us update the project mailing list, and/or to receive your views on the proposed alternative locations for a 
boathouse, please use the attached comment form or the email and phone number provided below.

We appreciate and look forward to your comments. For more information, please contact 
Deborah Feldman, Park Planner and 
Audrey F. Calhoun, Superintendent

By Mail
George Washington 
Memorial Parkway
Turkey Run Park
McLean, VA 22101

http://www.nps.gov/gwmp/boathouse 

By Phone
703-289-2500  

By Email
Deborah_Feldman@nps.gov

Environmental Impact StatementEnvironmental Impact Statement
for Arlington County and Vicinityfor Arlington County and Vicinity
Rowing FacilityRowing Facility

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Several studies will be completed in the next several months 
that address potential resource concerns associated with the 
proposed boathouse and docks.

River Flows and Channel Characteristics.  A study is 
underway to evaluate characteristics of the river including 
depth, flows, and riverbed contours. The study will address the 
potential for riverbed changes due to deposition and scour of 
sediment and the need for dredging. 

Cultural Resources. Both prehistoric and historic archeologi-
cal sites may be present at the proposed sites. Potential 
submerged historic resources could consist of shipwrecks or 
offshore historic dumps. The Rosslyn waterfront sites are of 
particular interest, located near the 18th- and 19th-century 
causeway that was used to cross to Mason Island (now Theo-
dore Roosevelt Island). Given the site locations, a high poten-
tial for prehistoric (Native American) resources is assumed and 
will be researched.

Aquatic Species.  Mollusks (mussels, clams snails) and 
crustaceans (crayfish, amphipods, isopods) inhabit waterways 
and serve as indicators of water quality.  A survey of mollusk 
and crustacean populations is occurring. 

Transportation Access and Circulation.  The accessibility of 
each location from the Parkway and other area roads is under 
assessment to determine potential impacts that a facility could 
have on local traffic patterns. Conceptual designs will be 
determined for the new access road, parking areas, drop-off 
areas, and bike and pedestrian trails. Boating operations and 
non-motorized recreation opportunities will be evaluated.

Other areas of interest or concern that may be addressed in the 
EIS include the following:

•  Terrestrial and Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
•  Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife
•  Terrestrial and Aquatic Threatened and Endangered Species
•  Wetlands and Floodplains
•  Air Quality 
•  Visitor Use and Experience
•  Visitor Conflicts and Safety
•  Socioeconomic Resources 
•  Aesthetics
•  Park Management

What issues will be addressed?What issues will be addressed?




